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TO THE CON- 
{ctonable Reader. 


175 Y, 


- | 7 purpoſe s not (diſcreet 

J| Reader ) here to pleade 

[AV with pen and paper for 

AA F| 1c belly and back of Li- 
(ZINED] bertines and Epicurcs, 

if Swilbolles and Swageerers, or of any 

ther idle drones,and wretched Atheiſts, 

wleting all lawfull callings and Chri- 

lun meanes,to line orderly and honeſtly 

ther im Church 6r common-wealth. A'l 

theſe I acknowledge tobe the greateſt 

'nſters and ſpoylers of our country,worſe 

h many degrees, then any depopulators, 

Mreſſors or decayers of tillage: (which 

et1 no further inſlifie then did the Pro- 

ts Sodome and Gomorrah before les Ezec.t6 48, 
uſalens , for her rebellions againſt the _ 
urd ) for theſe 1 aſſure thee do good 10. © © 
A 4. nore 


[eut, 18.25, 
& 20.22, 


Exod.ro.14- 
19. 


\ 


Toel.1.4.5, 


The Epiſtle 


noneno not tothemſelues nothing at all 
regarding the private or publike good: 
but making hauocke of the creatures, aq 
lige of the labours of other men for the 
preſent time, and ſurfetting pon Gods 
bleſcings , dotake a courſe 10 brine the 
whole world to confufion, and ſowith all 
expedition to baue the earth for their in- 


tollerable looſeneſſe to ſpew them out. | 


Onr land ſwarmeth too full of ſuch ver- 


mine, who like the zraſhoppers of Eeypt, | 


begin 10 conerthe face of our conntrey, 
cating vp al the fruite they can come by, 
that no zreene thing ſhall grow by their 


wils,and ſo darken the land and obſcure | 
the glory thereof.;- So that looke whatis | 


left of the palmtr worme ( the oppreſſors 
of the land )that haue theſe malt-worms 


denoured , andthe reſidue of thoſe can- 
ker-wormes and cormorants , haue theſe 


 Caterpillers conſumed. The truthis, this 


'perous brood and wicked generation 
haue mutually conſpired , if not the d:- 


ſtruttion , yet a mightie conſumption of | 


olt : 


tothe Reader 


our deare common-wealth , the damme 
and nourſe of vs all, 1abhorretoſpeake 
of the dammnable crue , and curſed com- 
pany of drunkards and belly gods,whom 
the dinell hath taught a new trade of 
euting and drinking by meaſure, and 
methode.Their yards of cups, and order 
of carowſing with ſuch low courteſie, & 
| [lt ations of their honeſt mates abſent, 
ifter an idolatrous ſort profſtrating 
themſelues to their Bacchus and bellic- 
| god, 1ſhame to dilate, Beſides the tricke 
IifTobaccoto temper their weſtie brains, 


| their vnmeaſurable deſire of drinking. 
11 cannot reckon wp the thouſands of 
|mault and good graine, waſted and hel- 
{bly ſpent by theſe Helluoes and Har- 
pies. Alltheſe ( 7 know) abborre the 
jlougb,and are enemies to the ſtate: who 
jet (1 confeſſe) in their bigh talke do iy- 
ſifie tillage, and wil be ready (no doubt) 
loreforme the decay thereof, with ſpade 
wdpeckaxe, The bumonrs of any ſuch 
I 


ind to adde both pleaſure and thirſt to Deut29.198 


i.Cor.9 9. 


The Epiſtle 


I deteſs to pleaſe , as being moſt hoxrible, 
Here onely I ſolicite the pitifull caſe of 
painfull plowmen, tradeſmen, ard poore 
labourers, not able by their paines , and 
gaines , to furniſh their families with 
ſufficient food, who ſometimes for want 
thereof ,breake ont into fearefull clamorys 
azain(t the tyrannows dealing of vninii 
encloſers and needlejſe outrthrowers of 
tillage, who are here onely taxed, Nether 
am I ſoſenſleſſe, ſimply to condemne all 
kind of paſtures and feedings, knowinz 
that euery creature in the kinde haue 
their proper place and portion of the 
earth allotted of the Lord: Beſides the 
Chriſtian libertie of men towſe them for 
their beſt caine and 200d. 7A doth God 
allow ſuch care of ſheepe and oxen , that 
Chriſtian men [hall be forgotten ? and 
that ſo much prowiſion ſhall be made for 
theſe , that the poore [hall want thir 
food? God forbid. 1 know there is a pro- 
fitable ſe of hedging and ditching for 


the diuiſion of mownds,and propertie of 
mens 


to the Reader. 


. meas right & inheritance; not to ſpeake 


of The neceſſary prouiſion of wood, main- 
tuinance of peace, and increaſe of many 
ather profits amonz(t neighbours, who 
therwiſe(pertaps ) would proue conten- 


tions and iniurious one tewards another: 
jet quite to hedge ont the poore, and by 
thy meanes 10 oucrthrow the plough , us 


cheiliſh pratiſe, And this haning vn- 
fulaed ny mind and true meaning, I 


mmmit thee tobim that hath the hearts 


if all in his hand to make them pliable 


this ſernice and publicke good, both of 


Church and common.wealth. 


Thine inthe Lord Tefus, 


Iloun Moorn, 


THE PRINCIPALI 
pointsof the Treatiſe following, 


x. The fruite and profite of honeſt labour and huſ: 
bandrie; it yeeldeth plentie and abundance, 

2. Theearth ſed inher kind us verie ſufficient tore 
lieue allthe inhabitants thereof. 

3+ There us no worldly bleſſing comparable to the ex. 
cellent fruits of the earth, by the meanes of 
tillage. | 

4, Gods wonderfull wiſedome and prouidence for the 


preſeruation of the ſocietie an4 fellowſhip of | 


mankind,that as the inferiors cannot be with. 
out the ſuperiours, no mere can theſe without 
the other. 

5. The ſingular vſe and neceſſitie of tillage ; kings 


themſelues cannot be without it. 


6 There is no ground or field ſo neceſſarie and frujte* | 


full as that which s in tillage, 


— 


| 


| 


— 
ind 


A TARGET FOR 
TILLAGE, 


| And the abundance of the earth is oner 
| all: the king alſo conſiſteth by the field 
that w tilled, Eccleſh, «6 cap.5 yy. $, 


Fo: | moſt fearcfull fall, re- 
747] coucring himſelfe by 
'Þ| true repentiice(throgh 
>| Gods grace and pow- | 

ful working of his holy Spirit)doth 
Iteſtih* by this booke the vadoubred 
| markes thereof to Gods Church, to 
{which againe in his old age he was 
reconciled and receiued. And purpo- 
ing herein to ſt out the true happi- 
nefſe and felicitie of Gods children, 
and ſo to confute all contrarie opini- 
ons of the conceited vanities of men 
concerning the ſame ; which he tad 
proued 


Senee. 


2 A Target for tilage. | 

proued {o to be by his owne tov 
cieare experience: And hauing in the 
former chapters by an argument of 
nductio, ſtrongly concluded againſt 
many particular actions and chings lo 
highly eltcemed and valued in \ the 
world , he cometh now in order to 
examine the trade of husbandrie 2nd 
tillage. Asif one ſhould have deman- 
ded of him : But what fay you Salo- 
mon, to the great abundance and 
plentifullincreaſcof the fruites of thc 
carth by the mcanes of good huſ- 
bandrie and tillage?Indeed(laith he) 
I muſt nceds confeſſe rhat the abun- 
dance of the carth is oucr all, that 
tnere1s no worldly thing fo nece fl: wy 
and profitable to the naturall lifeand 
being of mankind; 8& that cuen kings 
themſe! ues and the greateſt porcn- 
tates of the earth haue neede of the 
poore husbandmans trauell and toy: 


1n tilling of rhe ground , for thatrhe ? 
vic of the fruitcs thereof are farreto 


bc 


— 


jI- | 
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be preferred before gold, (iluer , and 
all other worldly pelfe : yer with the 
reſt they haue their miſerics and af- 


flictions , and can in no wiſe make vs 
truly bleſſed. 


So that theſe words containe a Diuiſon, 


commendation of the husbandmans 
lite and calling , and that in three re- 
ſpeAs. Firſt, in regard of the ſubie& 
of his labour, being the earrh. Se- 
condly , forthe manner and kind of 
his labour, which is tillage. Thirdly, 
for the fruite that followeth his pains, 
which is here ſer outand amplified: 
firſt, by the quantitie, yeelding abun« 
dance. Secondly, for the qualitie,be- 
ing oucr al!; and thatin two reſpes. 
Firſt,for the excellency and precioul- 


neſſe thereof ſurmounting all, Se- 


condly, in regard of the communitic 


; nd vniuerſall vſe thereof, fit and ſuf- 


ictent for all men,and thoſe not the 


| baſeſt, but the higheſt kings them- 
| ſclues, 


The 


I, 


2, 


3* 


Summe. 


Doctrine 1, 


Prou.:6.19. 


Prou 23.21, 


Math.13.23, 


4 ATarget for tillage, 


Theſumme of allis this, That the 
aboundant and plentifull fruirs of 
the earth ( by the meanes of tillage) 
arean incomparable earthly bleſſing, 
without the which , neither king nor 
ſtare can be maintained. 

And the abundance of the earth,e+c. 
The husbandman by his tillage and 
labour hath abundance : whence we 
learnethe truite and profite of honeſt 
labour and husbandrie; it yeeldeth 

entic and abundance. He which 
tilleth che land ſhall be ſatisfied with 
read, but he that followeth the idle 
ſhall be filled with' pouertie, viz, he 
that painfully trauelleth in his lawful] 


calling, to maintaineand vphold the. 
ſtate wherewith God hath bleſſed | 


him, ſhall hauc abundance of all ne- 


ceſſaric and good things : burſuchas |: 


are idleſhall be MOare and miſerable, 
for beggerie is their end, The fower 
went out ſow,andalthough his labor 
and ſeed werethe ſame, yettheſoyle 


Was | : 


er ta 
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was not alike , but the good ground 
made him amends . that his trauell 
was not in vaine , whcre ſome one 
corne yecldcd an hundred fold ſome 
ſixtie, fome thirtie: for he that ſoweth *Cor.9.6. 


| liberally ſhallreape plentifully. And 


thoſethat break vp the fallow ground 
and ſow in righteouſneſle, ſhall ſure- 
ly reape afterthe meaſure of mercie: 
and God will raine downe a bleſſing 


vpon their paincs,as the Prophet tru- pee 10.5 +, 


ly alludeth and applycth it to ſpitt- 

wall indeauours. 

| One reaſon hereof is Gods bleſ- Reaſon 2. 
' ing vpon his owneordinance,in pro- 
| ſpering both the worke & the worke- 


- | man. The bleſſing of the Lord (ſaith prov.ro.z2 


| Salomon) maketh rich ,not mans wit, 
| and labour , nor any other meanes. 
' And he onely ſhall with ioy catethe pq ,.; 
| ffuire of his hands that feareth God, 
| andis bleſſed : for otherwilcit is in 
vainc to riſc early , and to lie downe Plalrz7.2, 
late, and to catethe bread of ſorrow: 
B our 


6 ATarget for tillage, 


our paincs are to no purpoſe, our 

carke and care to no end : though we 

cate and fret our hearts with worldly 

gricfe, for the bettering of our eſtate: 

all the meancs we can vſc ſhallbe miſ- 

ſpent & vnprofitable, without Gods 

ſpeciall blefling be preſent with vs, 

1.Cor.3.7- Hethatplanteth andhethat watereth 

arcnothing of themſclues, but God 

alone, who by his gracious bleſſing 

giveth a moſt happy increaſe. For 

Plal.:41. as the earth is the Lords, and the 

fulneſſe thereof : ſo he maketh it 

barren and fruitfull at his pleaſure. 

Beware therefore (ſaith Moſes to {- 

rac]) leſt thou ſay in thine heart, My 

powerand the ſtrength of my owne 

hands hath prepared me this abun- 

dance,but remeber that it isthe Lord 

thy God that giueth thee power to 
getſubſtance, 

Secondly. the ſtate and condition 


Devur.$.17.18 


Ic 


fee.  oftheearthis ſuch, by the meanes of | an, 


Gods curſe vpon the ſame , for mans 
ſinne, 


cot 


I 


ff | 


YN 
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ſinne, tharnow by nature it is ſo bar- 
ren and fruitleſſe, thatexcept Adam 
and his brood mY their dread with , 
the ſweate of their browes, the earth * 
will yeeld them nothing bur bricrs & 
brambles, thornes and thiſtles, &c. 
Force it tncy muſt by their great toile 
and rrauell, or elle it will not be fruit- 


' full. Sothat now the hand of the dili- 
- gent maketh rich,but a flothfull hand 


maketh poore.Such onely as with di. 
ligence and honeſt labour go abour 
thcir buſtnefle and affaires,God will 
bleſſe : but ſuch as are gincn to idle- 
nefle and floth ( neglecting their du- 
ties,or truſting t9 vnlawfall and indt- 
rect courſes ) \ (hall ſurely want and 


= .- IT, 1$ 


Froun.10.4; 


come to noughr. I paſſed(ſaith Salo- — 
mon}by thetteld of the ſlothfull,and z 1.zz. * 


loit vras growne with thornes, and 
nettles had c6uercd the face thereof; 


| Iconſideredir well, Llooked vpon it, 


and recciued indraetion; Sec the 
| confuſion that idleneſfeworketh,and 
B 2 the 


Fe 1, 


1.Cor.4.11. 


Mat. 24.5. 
Math.25.29, 


bo AT arget for tillage. 
the bitter fruits thereof , barrenneſſe 
to the ground, and beggery to the 
perſon , euen to ſuch as haue the 
meanes and vic them nor. 
Therefore as the fight hereof was 
for Salomons learning, ſolet it be for 
our inſtruction : that we vle all dili- 
genceand induſltric in our places and 
callings, vpon the poore means that 
God hath lent vs to that end, Letvs 
as Gods ſtewards be painfull & faith- 
full in our places,vſc his gifts and gra- 
ces well , employ our talents to bis 
eaine and glory , andſo to ourowne 
good, Forto him that hath ſhall be 
given, and to him that is negligent & 
careleſle, and fo wanteth and hath 
nor, ſhall in the end that litle be taken 
away which he hath. And iceing that 


the hand of the diligent makethrich, * 


and that God promiſcth a blcſling to 


his owne ordinance, and hath ſancti- | 


ficd all lawfull meanes for the remo- 


ving of the cutſe, let vs be careful! 
thus 


+ 


” 
« 
£ 

x 
LY 


: 
: 
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 thustoauoid< it, and obtaine a ble(- 
| ſing : for God the good houſholder 


cannot abideto ſee any man ſtand i- Mah.:0.34 


| dle inthemarketplace of this world, 
| butthruſts them our, and ſends them 
' into his vineyard, ſothar they that 2.TheC;.10. 


will not worke muſt not eate. 

Secondly, it reproucth thoſe that 7 2. 
thinke their owne induſtry ſufficient 
to make themrich,and procurethem 


| food : whereas all the meanes in the 


world is in vaine without his blefling 
and care, | 
And herelet thoſe ofthe Miniſte- 773. 


' ry learne;, that-as their office and cal- 


ling is a ſþirituall husbandry and a 


; 
q 


| 


painfull plow; ſoit muſt be through- 1 CG 


| ly followed: for who: ſo {lacketh his rut.g. 6. 


hand from his plough , and looketh 


| backe in this buſineſſe, ſhall quickly 


make balkes,and ſo procute a barren- 
neſſe ofhis ſayle. And as Gods word 1ah.rs, 
is the onely ſeed that they muſt ſow: 
ſoletthem becarcfull for the proſpe- 

B 3 ring 


& 


1.Cor.15,58. 
2.Tim, 2.6, 


lam. 5.7. 
Plal.126,5. 


YoRtrine 2 , 
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ring and preſeruation of the ſame in 
the hearts of the people. And then 
let them not be diſcouraged , bur 
comfort themſelues ( in thus chanke- 
lefle calling to the world ) by theex- 
ample and experience of the poore 
kusbandman , that it they do their 
dutic they ſhall haue abundance of 
fruit by Gods blefling. Andalthough 
the ſoyle of mens {oules by nature de 
both barren and truitleſſe of good: 
yet their labour ſhall not bein vaine 
inthe Lord. The husbandman muſt 
labour before he receiue the fruites, 
he muſtplow and ſow;&r. before he 


_ canlooke for his crop and happy har- 


ueſt. He muſt waite for thepreciovs 
fruite of the earth-he goth forth wee- 

ping (as itwere)to:fow'his feed: but 
attheappointed time returneth with 
toy,and bringeth his ſheanes;he may 
ſowin tecarcs, but he ſhall reape in 


Secondly., abundance'of fruite 
being ! 


— —_— = I > a... <5 


——_—_ — 
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; being attributed rotheearth , it fur- 
| therteacheth vs : that the earth vſed 
inthe kind is very ſufficientto relicue 
all the inhabitants thereof, 

| . God no ſooner had made man, 

' but he prouided meate our of the 
earth for man;yeca for men and bealts 
and all liuing creatures in their kind. 
' Firſt, God gaue man life vpon the Gc2-1-303r. 
earth, andthen gauc him living out 
of the ſame, So carefull was God for 
mans ſuſtenance , that the things 
which ſhould maintaine him were 
| made befoxe him, andproduced our 

of the carth for his prouifion. See 

Gods wondertull and particular pro- 
uidence herein for all liuing crea- 

tures. God ſendeth the ſprings into p,1,.,.., 
| thevallies, which run betweene the ::. 
| -monntaines,togiuedrinketoall the 

beaſts of the field, and to quench the 

wild Aſſes thirſt : where likewiſe the 
fowles of the heauen do dwell, and 
> | ſingamongthebranches, He maketh 

| B 4 alſo 


Gen.1,294 
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alſo graſſe to grow for the; cattell.and 


hearbes for the vic of man, that ſo he 
being ſtrengthned by the vertue of 
tholc herbes and fruite of trees (his 


firſt appointed food) might bring | 


 foorth by his labor and trauell, bread 


Cen.3.15.19- 


See Tremel. © 


Plal, 1 94.15- 


Vcr17« 18, 


23.24.27, 
28.31 


and all manner of ſoltenance' out of 


the carth(husbanded and tilled in the 


{weate of mans face) that ſo both mi 


and beaſt may haue all manner of | 


food miniſtred vnto them out of the 

oround.,for the maintenance of their 
life. Yea God prouideth wine (faith 
David) to glad mans heart, undoylc 


to make his face to ſhine, and bread 


to ſtrengtherthis heart,No proufſion 
is wanting, either for his neccſſtie, 


pleaſure,or profite: forall the carth is | 


filled with the fuite of his -wotkes: 


So muchas thebirds hauetheir neſts ! 
and foode in the high trees and Ce- |} 
dars of Libanon, and the Storke her | 


dwelling in the Firre tree;The Goats 
Rocs;Does,and Conics, arenotfor- 


gotten | 


a  _Þ_Xns aa 8 _- RV oc. ad _v##m 


A, —__—_ = _ rw, a _ wy, Paws Wy Rx Gons ones wy 
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= >» > Ga om VS Gy ©; Us OV wr TD VO wwySy wr ry ” 


OO »» 


Iv ©. ** x 


AT arget for tillage, T3 


| ootten : for whom he hath made the 


mountainsand rocks for their refuge 
& reliefe. Thus is the whole carth ful 
of thy riches, © Lord, all creatures in 
their kind waite vpon thee , thou gi- 


veſt them meate in due ſcaſon, and 


they gather it:thou openeſt thy hand 
and they are filled with good things, 
Glory be to theefor cucr. 

Now the reaſon why God hath 


' made the carth ſo plcntifull for all 


 kinde of prouiſion, is, for that as he 


hath ordained it to be(as it were) the 


| mother of al liuing creatures here be- 


————— 


| low : ſolikewiſe hath he fitted and 
| furniſhed ittobeas an able and ten- 


der nourſe ro ſuckle them ( as I may 
lo ſpeake) with her breaſts ,to bring 


them vpandſuſtaine them. Andther- 
| fore 'when through drought and 


dearth it fails therin & deceiaeth the 


| inhabitants, Men(faith the Propher) 


ſhal lament for the teats,cuen for the 


pleaſant ficlds and the fruitfall vine. 


Which 


Reaſaw, 


Elay. 32.12. 


F/e 1, 


lob. T.Gs 


Plal.1 07.34 
Deut.28.2 3, 


Agoe 1,10, 
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Which doctrine ſerueth, firſt , to 
confute the muttcring and murmu- 
ring of wicked & vareaſonable peo- 
ple, thatblame the earth for her bar- 
rennefſle, and cry out of the vnkind- 
neſſe of the times and ſcaſons. But 
miſery(faith Eliphaz to Tob)comcth 
notout of the duſt , neither doth af- 
fliction ſpring our of the carth 3 but 
man 1s born to trauel as the ſparks fly 
vpward, The cauſethen of all wants 
and detects in the earth , is not init, 
but in vs, who haue angred the Lord 
by our finnes: for as {parkes come fro 
thehote fire, ſo doth (inne proceede 
from our corrupt nature, which pro- 
cureth Gods curſe' vpon the whole 
carthand our ſclues.So faith the Pro- 
phet: A fruitfull land God maketh 
barren,for the ſins of them that dwel 


therein. And he threatneth by Moſes | 
thatfor the ſinnes of the people , the 
heauens thatare ouer their headhall | 
bebraſſe, and the earth that is vader ' 


their 


ns <- ve a. ea. aa om aw oo = ovo- 
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) | theirfecte,iron - thatis , thatthe hea- 
-_  uensſhallgiue them no more moi- 

{ture for increaſe,then if they were of 
= | braſſc;and that theearth for want of 
- | nineſhouldbeasiron, and ſoaltoge- 
t ther vnfit to yeeld them any fruite, 
1  Againe, itis many times mans idle- 
-  neffe and ſlothfulneſſe that cauſerh 
t barrennefle and want:and the cruelty 
/ ofoppreſlors indecaying of needfull 
S tillage, thatprocureth penury. 
) This point alſo ſerueth to con- 77 x; 
d demneall wretched Atheiſts, whoſo + 
> mightily cry out and complaine of 
&  theincreaſeof mankind, ſuppoſing 
* ' theearthcannot fuffiſe them ; pray- 
© ng til for plagues,tharſo they might 
- | atieplenty. And whartis this clſe but 
t | toraileagainſtheauen,and fo helliſh- 
1 | ly to blaſpheme the Lord God of 
S | hoaſts himſelfez2and tomake theearth 
C 7 (fokindandfrauitfull ) as an vnnatu- 
l | ralmotherand ſtepdame tothe crea- 
T * tures? 
[ [s 


Doftrine 3 . 


Math. 6. 11. 


Lewt.26.26, 


Elay 3.1, 


Ezcck.4.16, 
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[s over all : Thatis, excelleth all 0- 
ther increale, Whence welearn&in 


thethird place,that there is no world- 


ly bleſſing tothe exceller fruit of the 
carth by mcanes of tillage. Now too- 
mit many thouſand commodities 
which the ground bringcth forth, & 


to come to our bread which theearth | 
procureth by corne and grain ariſing ' 
from husbandry and tillage : what 


is able to weigh with this bleſſing in 


the ballance,which is ſo neceſſary for 
thelife of man, that our Sauiour tea- * 
chesvs to pray eſpecially for it,notſo ' 


much as once mentioning any other 


thing? For what are gold and {iluer, | 
pearls and pretious ſtones to this our | 
dailybread? And therfore itis rightly | 


called the ſtaffe of bread , being the 
ſtay of our life,as the ſtaffe tothe im- 


potet & aged;which God threatneth 
to breake when he will puniſh a wic- ! 


ked people,ſothatthey (hal cate their 
bread by weight with care: andon 


the * 
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| thecontrary , thar he will bleſſethe 

| bread and water of thoſe that ſerue 

| him: ſo that they ſhall eat their bread px0d.24 26, 
| with plenteouſneſle, Therefore ſaith Levit-26.15, 
{the Prophet, when the vallies ſhall — 
be couered with corne, men ſhall 

ſhout for ioy and ſing; yea and all the 

creatures (hall clap their hands ( as it 

\were) intheir kind, and rcioyce with 

\mirth, when our garners and corners Plat-r44.r3. 
'ofour houſes are ful with diuers forts 
'of ſtore ( the want whereof cauſeth 
\the husbandman to be aſhamed: ) 
bis is a bleſſed thingeacn inthe cen- 
| ure of Gods Prophet. | 

| Now the reaſon why this plenti- Reaſons 
(full kind of increaſeis ſo incompara- 

dle, is, for thar ir is welnigh the lite 8 

[wing ofman and beaſt, And forthis 

dread in particular,it is the ſtrength of Plal.rogrs. 
mans heart,& the ſtay of his life as we 

[haue heard; cuen Eſau that wretched 

reprobate being almoſt famiſhed for 

want of food , could ſay, _ — Gen253% 
read, 


a _ cam... 


locl 1.17, 


_————— » 


Lam.1.11. 


Cap.2.11,12. 


Cap.45. 


Verle 7. 


Verſe S, 
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bread, and rake my bitthright:- what 


isit to mebcing almoſt dead? And 


how pitifull is Icremies complaint ' 


for his deſolate people in the famine, 
for want of fooGdr All the people igh 
(ſaith he)and ſeckethcir bread, they 
haue giuen their pleaſant things for 
meate,to refreſh their ſoule. The chil. 
dren and ſucklings ſwoone in the 
{treets , they haue ſaid to their mo- 
thers, where is bread and drink,when 
they gaue vp the ghoſt in their mo- 
thers boſome? They that did feede 
delicately, pcrith in the ſtreets - they 
that were brought vp 1n ſcarlet, em- 
bracethe dung. The Nazarites that 
were purer then the ſnow , whiter 
then the milke ; that were more rud- 
dy in body then the red pretious 
ſtones, and like the poliſhed Saphir; 


their skin , now for want of food, : 
cleaueth vnto the bones, and withe. ! 
reth like a ſtocke, their viſaris now | 
blacker then a coale; ſo that they that | 


are 
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 areflaine with the ſword, are better 
then they that are killed with hunger, 

| forthey fade away as they were ſtri- 
| ken through for the fruits of the field. 


Verſz 9. 


$0 ſharpe are theſe euill arrowes of ;....,.. .c. 


famine for want of food and fruits of 
the earth, Hunger pierceth the heare 
of man with as ſenſ1ble a pain as doth 
the ſharpe point of a dagger or darr, 
becauſe it directly fighteth againſt 
the life of man , and hedicth a moſt 
painful! death(chough not ſo violent- 
\ly) whoſe deadly wounds do longer 
/pricke him . A ſhorter puniſhment 
(though heauier ) doth not kill the 
heart ſo much as that which is of lon- 
'ger continuance , though lighter, 
Therefore to auoide this extremitie 


of famine,'the poore people are con- Nchem.s.3. 


trained togage their houſes & their 
'lineyards and their land, totake vp 
| corne for their family. And the Egyp- 

{tans gaue to Ioſeph for corne and o 
| bread, not onely all their money thar 
they 


en,47.1 F, 


1.5am.2.36, 


Gen.28.20, 


Yſel, 


Fzeck.s.16, 


14 
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they could make,but ſold to him they | 


Horſes, Aſſes,Shcepe, &c. yea them. | 


ſelucs as ſeruants and flaucs to Pha. 
raok for want of bread. And Elies 
ſonnes will bow for a morſell of 


| 
| 


bread : and therefore Tacobs ſuite to ' 
Godin his tourncy, was, that if God ' 
would but onely giue him bread to ' 


cate, and clothes to pur on, that then 


he ſhould be his Lord and God, &c. 


The vſc is, to teach vs : firſt , that 
whenlocucr God pincheth vs with 


the wantof this blefling of breadand : 
ſtore of the fruits of the earth, 'that |} 


thenin anger hethreatneththe taking | | 
away of our lives , ſhooting his call! * 
arrowes of famine to wound our vc- | 


ry ſoules. Euill indeed in regard 
of the cuill effects and conſequents 
thercof, 

Secondly , we muſt learne to ſet! 
oreater price , and farre more highly 
roeſt:eme and value theſe outward 


bleihings of increalethat whenſocuer 
[ 


Ir epeaoGnetrait Xie. 


- 


ms HG@&@ _[wws4 _ X72. JvÞ,@, at 


's 
at 

th | 
d | 
at | 
Is | 
11 } 


0. | 


rd | 
ts } 
; 
ta 
ly 
rd 
kT ' 


he * 
} 


A Target for tillage. 21 


| theLorddoth loade the earth with 


plentitull ſtore of fruits , and maketh 
pleaſant fields (as it were) ro laugh v- 
pon vs : when he burſteth the wine- Ioel.2, 24- 
preſſe,and filleth our ſtorchouſes,that 


| then(Ifay)wecnlarge our hearts and 
| haue ſtore of praiſes for him. And as 
| theſe earthly bleſſings manifeſt his 
| loueandcareto vs: folet vsexpreſſe 


our kindnesto him, by our publiſh- 
ing and proclaiming of our thank- 
fulneſſe, in remembrance of his mer- 
cies.Letvs ſay withthe Princely Pro- 
pher, What (hall we render to the Pll.r6.12. 
Lordforailhis benefits towards vs! 
&C. Te 
Laſtly,it ſerueth ro reproueall car= ;. 

nail Epicures & vnthankfull Atheiſts, 
which when theyare fed rothefull, 
6&\1{ivim in theirdelights & pleaſures, 
makerheiribelly their god, and their Pi13- 19 
ficſhtheir ſhrine z thatflingoutrheir xc; 4.1, 
heeles like wilde:colts and fat horſes 
that are prouender prickt, againſt 

| C their 


Eſay 142.3, 


Exech,16.49. 


Deur. 32. 13. 
i1415,&c, 


'thered licour of the grape had he fil- 
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their rider; that are more vakind then 


theOxeandthe Aﬀe thatknow their 
maiſters crib ; yet theſe men thatare 


fed ſo full,and fareſo finely (being ſo / 


kindly nouriſhed of the Lord) will 
not know him,bur rebel againſt him, 
& like to Bores in the franke,& ſwine 
at maſt , wallowiog and tumbling in 
their owne dung of their vncleannes, 
neuer regard norlook vp to the ſtore 
houſe cs , from whence they 
haue their food and fulneſle. Like f- 
thy Sodomits, their fulneſſe of bread 
leades them to fulneſle of idleneſle, 
villany, and all kind of vncleannefle: 
not vnlike the carnall Iſraclites whom 
God had fed with the fruite of the 
field , andcauſed to ſucke honey out 


of the ſtone, andoyle out of the hard | 


rocke, butter of kine', and milkeof 
ſheepe, with the fat of lambes and 
Rams fed in Baſhan,and Goats, with 
the fatof the graines of wheate, and 


led 


| 
| 
l 
| 
F 
[þ 
p 
| 


fi 


) 
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| ledthem.But hethatſhouldhauebin 
: vpright, when he waxed fat ſpurned 


; withhis heele; thouart far, thou art 
: groſle, thou art laden with fatnefle; 

| therefore he forſooke God thatmade 

: him, and regarded not the ftron 
 Godofhisfaluarion, Neither let any 

man loath Gods good creatures , or 

| deſpiſe any orthe leaſt, forthe abun- 

; dancethereof, nor yetabuſe them to 

| licenciouſneſle{as rhe manner of ma- 
ny is) in drunkennefle and glutrony, 

| inchambering & wantonnelle, (ad- 

| ding drankenneſle ro thirſt ) or yer Deur.2g, 15, 
| without due reſpe@, in beſtowing 

| them vpon their hounds , dogs, and 

' horſes , leftinthetime of neceffirie 
they be not forced earneſty to deſire 

| bur the ſuperfluity of that, which 

| heretofore they haue giuen to thar 

beaſts. So wasthe prodigall perſon x ,;,.,. 
| plagued, (not keeping” himſdlfe at 26. 
home) nor content with/Gods blel- 
lings in his fathers houfe,but running 


C 2 riot, 


Text, 


Deftrine 4. 


.theruſticke carter and clowne {as he 
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riot,wandering,8 waſting his wealth 
and honeſty , was forced in the fa- 
mine to ſcramble with the ſwine 
which he kept, for their food, which | 
yet was glad of the huskes,whenthey * 
hadeaten the kernell. | 
T he king conſiſteth by the field that * 
# tilled. viz. Hath need of the huf- - 
bandmans labour to till the earth, | 
by the fruits whereof he and his ſub- | 
ies are maintained. Whence we 
may further obſerue Gods wonder- | | 
ful wiſedome and prouidence forthe | 
preſeruation of the ſocietie and fel- | ; 
lowſhip of mankind:thar as theinfe- | | 
riors canot be without the ſuperiors, | , 
no more can theſe without theother, | , 
even the king himſelfe hath need of | , 


a 


.is miſcalled) rocill the ground. As | ,, 
there muſt be ſuch as rule, without | w 
- confuſion of all things: ſo theremult | j, 
be ſuch as will obey.As there be mai- | ;,1 
ſters, ſo there muſt beſeruants. The ! ,, 


king * © 


| 
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| | king cannot go to plow , yet if he 
* } willconfiſtand be vpholden with his 
| 
| | 


- 
. 


4 
i 


ſubies, the land muſt needs be huſ. 
banded. As God hath appointed to 
euery one their place , ſo he hath fit- 
ted them with ſeuerall qualities and 


| gifts,and enioyned them ſpeciall em- 
| ployments for the common good. 


| Thereis the head and the body , and 
 therebe many'inembers : yet cuerie 


onehath his peculiarplace,euery one 


' his office and order for the common 


| 


| 


; 
: 


A 


' 


c—__ 


| _ of the whole. Theeye cannot ,.cor.rz-1- 
| ay to the head, northeliead to the 31. 
| ſeete, I have noneedof 'you, All is 


not an eye noran care,8&c. Yea thoſe verlcs 22. 
membersthat are reputed the baſeſt'23- 

and vileſt, nature hath moſt honored 

and reſpe&ed', - As without all the 


5 | members'the body is vnperfe&t : fo 


without theſe:neceſſaryicallings the 
body politick of rhe commonweath 
slame. So it alſoin:the Church. 


' Arcall Apoſtles,ate all Prophets,are 


C 3 all 


Eph 4.12,23+ 
1 4+ 


Reaſon Is 
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all teachers? No, God hath ordained 
ſome Prophets , ſome Euangeliſts, 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers, tor the 
worke of the Miniſteric, and edi- 
fication of the body of Chriſt,that ſo 
we may grow vp in him,which is the 
head, vntoaperfe man , and ynto 
the meaſure of theage ofthe fulneſſe 
of Chriſt, a% ur} : 

- The reaſon of which doctrine is 
for that.irſpecially maketh for Gods 
glory, whoſe wiſgdome- and proui- 


< +. nll. 


—— 7 Do. os this. en A" . "nw. 


| denceis ſeenein this goodly order of | 
all his.creaties , whenas weſceand 


...ſo profitab]em their place , andno- * 
thing ig 'yaine, but for the: mutuall | 


Keaſon 2. 


Rom.1 38. 


behold haw;hehath-made euety one 


helpeand goed each to:other, 


.. Secondly; God will baue itſo to | 


be,tolnks | 
care ongi't{-angther.;;Fhis debris als 
waies owingy,and muſt fill be paide! 
amongſts Qbriſtians:; not Enely for. 


that 


the community. of nature; bur fat | 


EE WW 


allropetherin loueand: | 
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that our God hath made vs ſo ſer- 
viceable and profitable in our feuerall 
places,and for oneanothers vſe. 

And to conclude, God hath ſo fit- Reaſon 3. 


' tedvsto ferue one anothers turne, to 


humble the higheſt, ſtanding ſome- 
time in need of the meaneſt poore 


| man.Euen the king hath need of the 
| very clown, & noble Naaman of his :,Kiog.s.;.s 


flauiſh handmaid , and thatto beate 
downe our pride and felfloue,who o- 
therwiſe would not'be beholdingto 
any,no not to Godour maker , if we 
could ſhift for ourſelacs. 7 I 
Thevſeis, firſt, for our inftrution /7* *- 


| to teachvs to know that we are not 


——_ cw» cd. 


0 
d: 
Þ: 
Q 
Fr; 
] 
It | 


borne for our ſclues,burt for the: 

of our brethren. Our graces andgitts 
are not ourowne, | but ginenysof 
God to the edification of others; 
which therfore maſtmake vs toleane 
and lookeone towards anotherin the 
time of need,when juſt occafion ſer- 


| ueth:The _m_ ro.reſpe@thein- 


4 feriour, 
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feriour ,therich the poore , the wiſe 
the ignorant;and ſo with holy.Iobto 
beeyesrothe blind:, and feet to rhe 
lame, and a father to the paore. If 
(ſaith he:) Idid contemne the judge- 
ment of my ſeruant,and of my'maid, 
when they did contend with me: 
lob31-13-14 what ſhall I do when God ſtandeth 
= vpagainſt me ? what ſhall Tanſwer? 
Hethat.hath made me ;; hath he nor 
made him? hath'nothe alone faſhio- 
ned vs4nthe wombe27So the Apoſtle 
Paul inferreth-vpo the formerpoint, 
Rom.1215, that we rcioyce'with them that'1c- 
16. iayce , and weepe with:them that 
weepe, that we-beof like affection 
onetowardsanather, norhigh min-! 
ded,nor wiſein.qur owne contet. 
Ve | Againe, it:{cryeth to reproueall 
ſuch.as abuſc their -headſhip: and pre- 
heminence; \and fuchas by this pre- 
tence goabout to tramplealltheit in- 
fertours ynder/foote, who vrge the 
dutic of others, & negle&their o__ 
TET =» m 


lob 29 15, 
16.17. 
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AmnorTI aking, a Lord, a maiſter? 
AmlI nota Magiſtrate, a Landlord, a 
farzcr,&c. And doſt thou know me? 
Yes, but docſt thou know thy ſelfe 


' and God, and why he hath preterred 


| and promoted thee? Namely ro do 
| good andno harmegto helpe and nor 
to hurt? Knoweſt thou not thatthere 
| 5a Kingofkings,& a Lord oflords? 


Mybrerhren( ſaith lames)benot ma- lames 4.1.” 


ny maiſters, knowing that we ſhal re- 


cetue the greatercondenation. Speak & x, 5. 


| noteuill one of another, grudge not 
| oneagainſt another, leſt ye be c6dE- 
| ned*z behold the Iudge ſtandeth be- 
| forethedoore.. And thereforeas the 


{ | Apoſtle exhorteth the Hebrewes, 14cb,13.17, 
| that they deſpiſe not their teachers; 


(for that they warch for their ſoules) 
lolerriorthe higheſt Potentate , and 
creareſt men in place, contemne the 
podte husbandman that Jaboureth 
for their bodies. God will haue a my- 


wall fubicction amoneft all, andare- 


*ciprocall 


Ioh.13.5.14. 


2.Cor.s$. g. 
Elay 53.4- 


Gal.6.2, 
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ciprocall reſpe&and refleion of the | 


beames of loue,and all holy duties, a- 


mongſt Chriſtian brethren, From - 


which injunction , Chriſt Teſus him- 


ſelfe was not exempred,who waſhed 


his Diſciples feere, to teach them hu- 


mility , who became poore to make 
vs rich,&c. Surely he hath borne our ' 


infirmities,and carried our ſorrowes, 
and ſo muſt we beare one anothers 


 burthens, and fo fulfill the law of 


Deftrine 5, 


Chriſt. 


T he king confiſteth by the field thats | 


tilled. viz. Neither he nor his ſub- 


ies canliue without tillagezwhence | 
obſerue the ſingular vic and neceſſity | 
of tillage. Kings themſclues cannot : 
be without it, neither in regard of 


their owne eſtate, nor their ſubieds: 


for as all muſt haue food and-ſufte- | 
nance , ſo muſt the neceſſary meanes : 
therunto be yſed and embraced. The | 
ſweet fruits of the earth will not now | 
be gotten without the ſweat of mans 


face, 
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| face. Adam himlelfethe heire of all ceo.;.2.3, 

; the world, muſt firſt till the ground, 

| before he haue his food, andnor one- 

| ly he, but his heires muſtgoto plow, 

' ifthey will haueany profite.Neither 
was it infamous at the firſt , forthe 

greateſt men of renown,to be ſeen 8& 

+ yery expert 1n this trade of tillage. 
It was Noahscalling,as before, ſo af- g...,.:o, 
terthe floud, And to paſſe ouer the Gcn.26.12. 
Patriarches and Prophets,as Iſaac, E- *N'98 '9.19- 
liſha,and many other: Chriſt himſelf 

; &not aſhamed to call his Father ar toha r5.:. 

| husbandman.And this is: the tithe'of 

| Gods Miniſters , they are Gods huf- 

bandmen, his-people their field'and 

| busbandry;; and his wordandthe o- 

| bedience thereof ,the ſeed & fruite of 

| theirlabors, Yea God himſelte is ſaid 

| tobetheteacher of the trade, in thc 

Prophelteof Eſay:Doth the plowmi Efay 23.24. 

plow: all the day to fow:? doth he *5** 


4 a He. 


& A Poe 


| 


' When hehathmadeitplaine,will he 


| open& break the clods of his ground? 


nor 


2.Cor.g. 10. 
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notthen ſow the Fitches , and caſt in 
Wheate by mcaſurc, and the appoin- 
ted Barley and Riein their place? For 
his God doth inſtructhim, to haue 
diſcretion,and doth reach him. Who 
then dare deſpiſe this neceſſary cal- 
ling, whereof God is the Author,and 
the knowledge whercof he himlſclte 
is the reacher2 and' norrather glori- 
fie God who: giueth {ced to the ſo- 
wer, Skill to the plower, and increaſe 
to his labonr,to rid the earth fromthe 
curſe of penurie and barrennefle, and 
fo by this ſanQified meanes to make 
it yeeld food for mans relicte? But 
howſocuer'great men haue vnder» 
gone this calling (to omit theancient 
and famous houſes of the Romans 
recordedin hiſtories,being called Ci- 
cerones,Fabij, Piſones, of the graine 
they ſowed, and labout they deligh- 
ted in, ) this is moſt ſure, that there 
were neuer any mighty -Porentates, 
which maintained nor the plow, 
whether 


AP ee” adit. Hits om Ares ob 
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whether Pagans or Profeſſors. Pha- 


raoh that Egyptian king how famous ge,.,,, 
was he for his treaſury of cone, b 


; thatmeans,throughoutall the world, 
| becontinganourleto allnations,and 


the keeperalive of the whole Church 
of God: Andit is recorded of Nebu- *Kog.z5-12 
zaradan the king of Babels ſteward, 


| after the ſacking of Tcruſalem,that he 
| kfrofthe poorer ſort ( no doubtby 


the kings comandemet) to dreflethe 


 vineyards,and torill theſand.So Vz- 2.Chro.26.10 


= cabin ir 2 


| ziahthe kingof Iuda, not onely buil- 


ded towers, but increaſed plowmen, 
and dreſſers of vines , without the 
which it had bene in vaine, to haue 
medled with the other ; and the rea- 


' fon isadded of this his indeauor and 
| care, for thathe loued husbandry. 


Moreouer , how is it'pofſible for 


| Princes guards and troopes athome, 
| beſides their huge hoaſts and ſcatte- 


ring armies abroad,to be maintained 


' without theplow? Forifinthe mul- | 


titude 


Prou,1g.23, 


2,King.6 27. 


Lam.4 5.7, 
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titude of the people the honor of the 
king confiſteth, for the want where- 
ot he cometh ſodainly to deſtruction: 
and if many people cannot be main- 
rained without much food * and if 


much prouiſionof food cannot pol: 


ſibly be comeby, but by much til- 
lage (fincethe plow according to the 
prouerbe, bringeth enough, ) then 
muſt this conſequent be as neceſſary, 
that neither the king himſclfe,nor his 
fubies and followers,can be vphol- 
den without much tillage : for what 
can the king do when he wanteth 


food for his people? As the king of 


Ifrael ſaid toa woman in the ficge of 
Samaria, crying outto him; ſaying, 


Helpe my Lord 0 king : Sceing the | 
Lord(faithhe) doth not ſuccor thee, | 


how ſhall I helpe' thee with the barne 
or with the winepreſlc? And how 


fearefull 8 lamentable was the cſtate ! 
of the honorable Lords and delicate | 
Ladics in the ſiege of Ierufalem for | 


want 
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want offood as before we obſerued? 
'Thereaſon is Gods ordinance 8: 
injunction, that Adam &all his iſſue geo. 
ſhalllabor for theirliuing,and ſopro- 
vide their bread with painfulneſle 8 
ſorrow,a iuſtreward for finne. Man I 
cofes,liues not by bread alone: yet as 
| the end of Gods prouidence is, that 
man ſhould liue, ſo the meanes of his 
 prouidence is,that maſhould liue by 
bread:whichbread muſt needs begor 
by his trauell and tillage. A corporall 
| ubſtance is tobemaintained by cor- 
| porall ſuſtenance, & as maat the firſt 
| was takEout of thecarth, ſo will God 
| havexthe fruits of the carth to be his 
food as the fruite of his trauell:that ſo 
|by the bread of the earth our bodies 
of earth may be noriſhed &relicued. 
' Our morral life is vpholden by earth- 


| | ymeanes, andas meates are ordai- , c.,.6.r3. 


| 


ned for the belly , and the belly for 
meates: ſodeath ſhall diſſolue both it 
[nd them to carth againe, 


The 
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Fel. The conſideration whereof-mnſt 
cauſe vs with all chearefwindſle to +: 
honour God inthe meanes,'and fo 
to vie them to his glory, and obr ne- 
ceſſary good. Hethat will cate muſt 
labour ina lawfall calling,and gethis | 
lining by his Chriſtian painfulocſſe, 

Prou-13-4. The {lothfull man luſteth, and his 

P:ou.30.4, {Oule bath nought : he will not plow 
becauſe of winter , therefore he ſhall 
beg in ſommer, and have nothing, 

&20, 13, Therefore loue not {leepe, leſt thou 
come to pouerty, but open thy cies, 

& thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread, 

His meaning is,thart the (lothfull per- 

ſon ſhall fall into extreme pouerrie: 

and though he beg ro get his living, | 
yct menſhall haueno remorſe of his | 
miſeric. And therefore ſuch careleſle | | 
perſons muſt rake heed in time, and | | 
apply thcir buſinefles,, if they will | « 
haue plenty and abundance, againſt | 
the time of need: for as much foods | 1 

#r91.13-23- jn the ticld of the poore;(o is the field: 

deſtroyed 


ning PRC 
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deſtroyed withour diſcretion, Be the 


; ground neuerſo barren, yet by Gods 


bleſſing ic will yeeld the paoore hut- 


| bandiman increaſe enovgh, by his dt- 
' ligentlabour in tilling , and ſowing 


| he lame in due ſeaſon. And many 2 


one{(who hatha good ſtocke & frumt- 


' fullfoyle) by neglecting the meanes, 


and not ordering things arioht,walte 
all chat they have Z and come orcarly 
behind hand . For he that will A 
ſow,ſhall not mow ; and iuſtice it is 


with God,and men, that he that wil 


' not wotke, ſhall noteate, Chriſtzans *: 


S bibs 14. ad 


muſt not now looke for miracles, but 
vie all lawtull and ordinary mcanes 


' for meate : Chriſt would not turne 
ſtones into bread (as the diucl wouid Math.4. 4. 


| haue him) bur reacheth vs to be dili- 
d | gent in our callings (though withour 
| carking and diſtruſtfull care)and then. 


fuficient for the day will be tc tra- 
uell thereof, 

Secondly, itreproneth and con- »7* 
[) demneth 


. _ 
Thek. 2.25 


Marth 6.24 
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demneth all ſuch as hinder this abun- 
dance of Gods bleſſings, by intercep- 
ting, or vttcrly aboliſhing this my ſte- 
ry oftillage,to wit,all ſuch perſons as 
decay both houſes and husbandries, 
that lay the land waſte, and labour 
tomake ita wildernefſle in regard of 
men, fit only fora few ſuch monſters 
in mens ſhape, and all kind of their 
cattell which they deſire to keepe;ha- 
uving rooted out men (the image of 
the cternall God,)turned houſes into 
buſhes,andpoore people into ſheepe, 
preferring the fellowſhip of beaſts 
before the ſocictie of men, madelike 
tro God. Such kind of ſpoylers of 
their countrey may in ſtcad of their 
neighbours (whom they haue rooted 
out) ſalute their oxen, ſheepe and 
horſes,which they haue nouriſhed & 
increaſed, A fearefull wo is pronoun- 
ccd againſt all ſuch as thus dwell a- 
lone with the deſtruction of their 


brethren : Ioyning houſe to _ 
an 
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and ficld to ficld,til! there be no place 

for the poore, that ſothey may be pla- 

ced by themſclues inthe middeſt of 
theearth. This is in minceares(ſaitl1 xg; 80, 
the Lord of hoaſts) and for this ſhall 

thcir ownc houſes one day be deſo-. 

late, and cheir great and ſtately palla- 

ces without inhabitant. Thele are 


| waſters of their countrey , whio de- 


light ratherin Abim-lechs plow , to 1499.9.45. 
foiv the land with ſalt, ( as he did the 
city ) romakc it barrenand truitletTe, 
then with good fcede of corne and 
oraine for the plentifull prouiſion of 
toad for Gods people:and take grea- 
ter pleaſure to ſow the ſoyle with the 
innocent blood of their poore bre- 
thren, then in procuring the meanes 
ofabundance of bread, by good hul- 
bandry and tillage; and foin Gods 
account do make their polſcſſons 


| fields of bluod , purchaſed in cffect Mah.27.3. 
| withthehazardof thelives of Gods 3%"-1*. 
| inheritance, for the want of food. 


D 2 And 


Bernard.in 
Cant. 


Aug. 
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And to ſpeake the beſt of them , the 
ſ{ced which they ſow in ſuch waſte 
& decaycd places,is for the moſt part 
no better then ſhcep rritles and dung 
of their beaſts, to make their paſtures 
profitable onely for rhemſclues . If 
beaſts(ſaith one) could ſpeake, they 
would exclaime againſt ſuch men, 8 
call them bcaſts,or worſe then beaſts, 
who onely raucn when they are hun- 
gry,and being ful do ſpare their prey, 
Bur theſe neither full,nor faſting,wil 
abſtaine from deuouring.One forreſt 
is ſufficient for many Elephants and 
beaſts of diuers kinds to liue 1n, & to 
feed together, In the woods and wil- 
derneſlc are an vnknowne number of 
Beares, Wolues,& Tigers; of Lions, 
Leopards , and Panthers , ro omitſo 
many Oftriches, Dragons, Satyres,6: 
ſerpents. All theſeſafter a fort)endure 
oneanother, & liue together in their 
ſcuerall continent : yet theſe moſt 
cruell and vnreaſonable oppreſlours, 
as 


ht ddI edna a oe oa HEE... =. 


from amongſt men, thattread vpon 


dens of wheate;ſuch as buy the | nan 
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as wilde Borcs roote vp the forreſt 

of their countrey and comonwealth, 

and like Wolues , delight in.the de- 
uouring of men, who are their owne 

fleſh and proper nation. Their woods 

and parkes, and paſtures, will nor ſuf- 

fiſe them, bur ſtill they palein, and 

put out.One Lord(hip,one country, 

nay a whole world (I warrant you) 

will not ſtanch and quench the hel- 

liſh thirſt of theſe inſatiable cormo- 

rants. They licke vp the poore and Num.22.4 
their poſſeſſtons, as the Oxe doth the 

eraſe ; they care them vp, as it were pgl.c,, 4, 
bread, and yer like greedy dogs can 

neuer be ſatisfied. This is the genera- Plal.59.14.15 
tion that the wiſe man ſpeaketh of, 

whoſe teeth areas ſwords, and their 

chawes as kniues, tocate vp theatfli- prou.z0,r4. 
ted out of theearth, andthe poore 


Amos.5, II- 
the poore, and take fromthem bur- ,,.- 


for ſiluer , and the needy for ſhoes: 
D 3 ſuch 


Mich-3.2,3 


Amos 3,7.8. 


Hab.2.10.18» 


lob. 29.17, 
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ſuch as plucke off cheir skin fromthe, 
and the fleſh from their bones , and 
chop them in peeccs as for the por, 
and as the fleſh within the cauldron, 
The Lord hath ſworne by the cxcel- 
lency of Tacob-ſurcly I wil ncuer for- 
ect any of their workes. Shall not the 
land tremble for this, and cucrie one 
that dwelleth therein mourne? Thou 
haſt conſulted ſhame to thine owne 
houſe,by deſtroying many people,8: 
haſt finned againſt thine owneſoule: 
for the {tone ſhall cry out of the duſt, 
andthe became out of the timber (hal 
anſwerit;Wo be to him that buildeth 
atowne with bloud, and ercctctha 
citic by iniquitic. The iayes of theſe 
Lions would be broken by godly 
Magiſtrates,and the poore oppreſſed 
people (that arc as their prey) would 
be plucked out of their teeth , But 
they are great ones,and feare not the 
Princes fivord; yet let them know, 
that there is a great God , who 153 

righteous 


CY 
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: righteous iudge, and a reuenger of 
d theſe wrongs : whooneday will pro- 
ceed againſt them; whoſe word hath (1 
paſſed ſentence already , neither will 
|. Itbelongbeforcthe execution come, 
r= They couethelds, and take them by Micha.2.2.3. | 
e - Violence,and houſes, and take them j 
e away; ſothey oppreſſe a man and his if 
houſe, eucna man and his heritage. | 
Therfore thus ſaith the Lord againſt 
this family , I haue deuiſed aplague 
; whereout ye ſhall nor plucke your 
neckes. Though ſuch men dwell | 
in deſolate cities where none inha- ji 
bice bur themſelues, and where hou- tob. 15.28.29 
ſes are brought to ruinous heapes, 39- 
which they cauſed by depopulation 
and oppreſſion of the poore; yet ſhall 
they not be richi, nor their ſubſtance 
continue , neither ſhall they bring 
their ſumptuous houſes to perfeRio- 
the flame ſhall drie vp his branches,8: | 
he ſhall goaway with the breath of li 
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| 
| 
his mouth : feare ſhall dwell in his | 
| 
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1ob.19.15.16 houſe, becauſc itis none of his , and 


17,19-21. 


W191 $4 Hs, 


Rom.z, 18, 


brimſtone (hall be [cattercd vpun his 
habitation ; his rootes {hall be gried 
vp beneath, andaboucthall his bran- 
ches be cot downe,his remembrance 
(tall peniih from tlie carth, & he ſhall 
hauc neither tonne, nornephew , a- 
monglt his pcople, norany puſteritic 
in his dwcllings. Surciy fucly are 
the habitations of the wicked, and 
this isthe place of hin that knowes 
not God, Yct theſe men will not be 
reclaimed, ſtill they build with one 
conſent rhe towers of contuſton;they 
will notbehindered and itayes, bur 
Gyant-like-make warre againſt God 
and the good of their countrey , to 
bring it ro confulton vpon the face of 
thecarth, &ſoopcoly in ctic pub- 
liſh ro all,that they neither teare God 
in heauen,king onearth, nor diucl[in 
hell - and proclaimeto all the world, 
that there is no feare of God before 
their eyes. Buta fire ſhall conſume 

them 
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them,and as they hauedenoured ſub. 1ob.2o.r5.r9. 
ſtance, ſo they {hall vomite vp their 29-27-29: 


ſweet morſels , for God ſhall draw it 
out of their bellies ; andas they haue 
vndone many, & forſaken the poore, 
and {poyled houſes which they built 
not : ſo ſurely ſhall they feele no qui- 
etncfſe in their body , neither ſhall 
they reſerue of that which they deſt- 
red - the heauens ſhall declare their 
wickedneffe, and the earth ſhall riſe 
vp againſt them. This is the portion 
of wicked men from God, and the 
hericage that they ſhall haue of him: 


for deſolation and deſtruction are in Efay.55 7.8.5 


their paths,and the footeſteps where- 
by you might trace the, are waſting, 
ſpoyling , and ruinating whole hou- 
ſes and families. Like Rauens they 
build their houſes high, andlouc to 
live alone, andlike deuouring Kites, 
that prey vpon the carkaſſes of the 
poore. No ſeed can grow, tortheſe 
Crowes, inthe furrowes of the field, 

nor 


Leuit. 21.6, 
8.17.21, 


:,Cor.3.13, 


2.5am.23.15, 
16,17, 


Dan. 5,23, 
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nor {cantinthe church, if they might 
haue their wils. For hauing deſtroied 
the commonwealth, they ſeize vpon 
the Church , and hauing waſted and 
taken away the bread of men , they 
challengethe breadof God, yea the 
ſhewbread and conſecrate things, 
moſt vnlawfull for them to haue, 
They ſeeke to liuc of the altar though 
they belong not to the altar, but ra- 
ther take a couſe to ouerthrow the 
whole ſeruice and ſacrifice, and the 
ſeruantsof God,that otherwiſe wold 
more chearefully and painfully at- 
tend vpon it, [Dauid would not drink 
that water which was drawne with 
ſuch danger out of the well of Beth- 
lchem by his Worthies, though he 
longed and thirſted after it; yet he 
powred itout, for an offering vnto 
the Lord : but theſe men (though 
they haue no necd ) will drinke and 
carouſe ( in the conſecrate veſſels) 


not water, but wine, ( adding drun- 
ken- 
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AT arget for tillage. 47 


kennefle to thirſt) though it beto the Deur.29.19. 

deſtruction and hazard of themſelues 

& Gods feruants, Oh how much bet- 

ter had it bin for (ſuch, rather to haue 

(pilt it on the ground with remorſe 

(asa note of repentance ) then in the 

end to be ſure ro drinke the dregs of pgy,z; 8. 

Gods fearefull cup of vengeance, asa 

uſt reward of this finne? Yet ſcealit- 

tle further the dropſteof theſe mens 

minds, and their horfleach humour, pro.;o, 15, 

that makes their hearts as a graue after 

| all valawfull gaine,and a very deuwou- _ 

ring hell that will ncuer be cloyed: £57: 

they claymeall for their common,the 

whole world is not ſpacious & wide 

cnough for their walke. Theſe Molcs 

(to ſpeake the truth ) vndermine the 

foundatis both of Church & comon 

wealth,Prince & people : for though 

the king and ſubics conſiſt by the 

ficld that is tilled, yet ſtillthey decay 

it, & lay the earth waſte, ouerthrow- 

ing poore mens plows in cuery place, |, 
not 


Text. 
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not letting ſo much as a poore Mill 
to wagge tor all this, butarercady ta 
take their tole ( moſt baſely and buſi- 
ly)ofeuery poore mans bag; taking 
both tole and tithes : all is fiſh that 
cometh to theirnet , and aprey for 
theirteeth, if they can once faſten 
theirtallants, & tentors on the ſame, 
Is there no balme in Gilead? is there 
no Phyſition there? Why then is nor 
the health of the daughter of my 
people recoucred? Bur why fpeake I 
{o lowd and earneſtly to the back and 
belly, that hauenocares? Alas T ſee 
no falue ſuthcient to heale this ſore, 
no medicine auaileable ro cure this 
maladie. Let vs rhercfore looke vnto 
our God who is the alone Phyſition 
ſuſkcient, and moſt excellentar ſuch 
a deſperate diſcalc, 

In that he ſeemeth to diſtinguiſh 
berweene field and field, as cxprel- 
ſing his mind, what field he meaneth 


that bringeth forth ſuch = 
0 
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ſo neceflary,&(ufhcict for the king & 
his ſubicCts: we learn in the lait place, pearine 6. 
that there 1s no ground or ficld ſone- 
celſary and frunfull as that which is 
intillage, The ſced which the fower Math. 13.18, 


went outto ſow in good ground (by 
his good husbandry . labour , and | 
Gods bleſſing vpon the ſame ) for | 


one corne ycelded an hundred fold, 
for ſome other, fixtic fold, and for a- | 
nother thirtie, And itis reported of Gen-26.12. ſl 
Haacks crop of ſowing ſeed, in the | 


land of Abimelechking of ehePhili- | 
ſtians, that he reaped the ſame yeare 
an hundreth fold by cſtimation: ſo 


the Lord bleſſed him , ſaiththe text, 
Andindeed,who is ablc to reckon vp 
the great increaſc of corne and graine 
that God doth raiſe out of the carth, lf 
by this his bleſſed ordinance of ril- | 
lage and good husbandric, fillingour * | 
boules, barnes,and g oarners , beſides 
our rickes,houels,ſtackes,8& heapes of | 
oraine without number 2ndmeaſl urc, | 

loinc- | 
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ſometimes gathered and got together 
in oneland , (asin Fgyprt) and ſuffi. 
cient to ſerue and prouide for not 
only one country but many nations, 
as in the daies of Toſeph: who gathe- 
red wheatelike to the ſand of the ſea, 

Geo.q1.49. 11 multitude out of meaſure, vnrill he 
left numbring, for it was without 
number, 

Reaſon I, The reaſon why ſuch abundance 
of fruite proceedeth of rillage, is firſt, 
the naturall barrennes of the carth,in 
regard of Gods curſe vpon the ſame, 
by the meanes of mansfinne, which 
now without painfull plowing will 
not be profitable and plentifull, + 

Secondly, the bleſſing of God vp- 
z, ponhisowneordinance, when man 
doth diligently and chearefully ſub- 
mit himſclfe vnto the ſame, in the 
Chriſtian vſc thereof,as more largely 
was ſheived betore in the reaſons of 
the ſecond doctrine. 


Which ſ{crueth to confute thc 
proud 
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proud conceite of many -graceleſſc 
Graziers,and the preſumptuous reſo- 
lution of many greedic decayers of 
tillage , which ſer theiracres decayed 
at{uch an incomparable valuation, ſo 
exceedingly multiplying their rents 
and reuenewes, Their great ſtockes 
and ſtore of all kind of cattell,ſo cafily 
heeded , and maintained, withour 
preat charge or toile,makes now their 
preſent ſtate ( as they ſuppoſe) vn- 
matchable : ſo that now they ſcorne 
at Iobswealth (like Atheiſts) being 
farre beyond him,in oxen, ſheepe,8& 
all kind of catrell, Yethere (I afſurc 
them ) is ſome difference, that his 


land cried not out againſt him , nor 16b.31.38.35 


the furrowes thercot made any com- 
plaint in his conſcience : and that he 
neuer eat the fruites thereof without 
liluer, norgrieued the ſoules of the 
maiſters thereof, as theſe men do in 

euery place, 
Theirinnumerable tods of wool!, 
their 


Gen.3.17,13, 
Ig. 


Plal,73.9, 


Plal 5o, 17. 
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their heards and droues of fatlings 
ſufhcient for the ſeruice of Court 
and countrey, they eſteeme to be an 
incomparable credit,and gaine. Nay 
ſome of the arc nor aſhamed to ſay, 
thatby this ſhort courſe, they auaid 
the curle of digging 8 deluing in the 
carth , of plowing and ſweating for 
their living , ſo tuſtly cnioyned them 
of God to (infull man. 'Thus they 
darc open thcir mouth not onely a- 
eainſt men, bur cucn againſt their 
Maker,and heauen u felfe. Thele men 
wil line by their own wits and waies, 
deſpiling Gods will and word, which 
they caſt &chind them. Yet here let 
me reaſon alittle with this grecdic 
oripe, anddecayer of tillage tor his 
ownepriuate gaine. What field is ſo 
fruitfull as that which is tiled? the a- 
bundace of this carth is oueral(faith 
he thatis wiſer then the witeſt of the 
all ) whoſe experience ſo dearcly 
bought, ſar ſurpaſſeth their concelts, 
wino 
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who triedall their vanities, and many 
more, and therefore we may truſt his 
reſolution, and aſfuredly preferre it 
before all others. 

i hele kind of men (perhaps) rea- 
ſon well torthcir owne perſons and 
places: but where is their care for the 
Prince, and Gods people ; for the 
Church and commonwealth? Their 
fields (I confeſle ) find many beaſts, 
bur the field that is ſowne , feedeth 
both men and beaſts. And herenote 
thy charitic toward thine owne fleſh: 
Thou careſt for cattell, and art care- 
leſle of Chriſtians, Thou art kinde to 
thy ſelfe, and regardeſt notthe ſtate 
of the king and his ſubiects,that con- 
fiſt by the field that is tilled. But let 
the very beaſts conuince thee , the 
Bees, andall creatures in their kinde 
whoare not made forthemſclues,but 
for the common good. The ſheepe 
yeeld both fclland fleſh, the birdsand 
beaſts ,their yong ones and them- 
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ſclues;theBees their honey , the Oxe 
treaderh out the cornc, and the horſe 
bearcth many heauy burthens,and al 
the creatures hcipe for the common 
ſcruice, and relicfe of mankind : 
thou alone amongſt the reſt (& es 
inthis reſpect then all the rc {t)ſeckeſt 
onely thine owne gaincs , and liucſt 
to thy lclfe, with the hurt of allo- 
thers. 

But admit thou hadſtthine owne 
will, in turning commons into pa- 
ftures, and tilled fields into cloling 
for hy cattell;where in the end wold 
bethy bread , without plowing and 
ſcedes time? Therefore when God 
would take away the curſe of the 
world , he bringeth in this bleſſing, 
that ſecdes time and harucſt,cold and 
heate, former and winter, day and 
night ſhould nor ceafle, whileſt the 
earth remained . Bur theſe men by 
their crueſtic would bring all ro con- 


fuſion , that the world cannot ſtand, 
if 
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it they benot (tayed. And fo iuſtly in- 

currethe curſe of God, and his peo- 
ple: for as a blefling ſhall be vpon the Pro.r1.26. 
head of him that (elleth corne : ſo he 
that withdraweth it, the people will 
curſe him : for as the one prouideth 
for their neccflitic, ſo the other mer- 
cilefſe men ( by decaying of tillage, 
and keeping in of corne ) do pro- 
cure poore mens miſerie. Now if 
itbe ſuch a curſed finne, to withdraw 
the corne in the daies of dearth , to 
make it dearer, that ſo men may vtter 
the very reftuſeof their graine at any 
rate:as thoſe tyrannous oppreſſours 
did in the dates of Nehemia , who 
cauſed their brethren to gage their 
lands, vineyards, and houſes , yea to 
ſell their ſonnes , and themſclues as 
ſlayes, for corne : how much more 
intollerable an oppreſſion is it,to take 
away all neceſſary meanes of proui- 
fion , by tillageand husbandry* For if 


theſe men might preuaile , no corne 
BE 2 would 
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would be come by for any coine, for 
any ſuite or ſeruice, for any pricke or 
priſc. For where nooxen are, there 
thecribis emptic, but much increaſe 
cometh by the ſtrength of the oxe. 
Where the means of good husband- 
ricisneglected , there is want ofne- 
ceſſarics, but by thediligent tilling of 
theland by teames and ſtrong cartel] 
fitfor plowing,there is plentie and a- 
bundice both for man & beaſt, How 
can {uch men pray, Giue vs this day 
our daily bread , that daily takeaway 
themeanes of bread? Will they haue 
their bread,and not vic the means for 
bread, which is tillage? Is not this in 
plaine dealing to tempt the Lord? 
Will they haue God to feede them 
miraculouſly, with Manna, as he did 
Iſrael in the wildernefe, ro, manifeſt 
his power? No,no, in Canaan God 
will haue plowing and ſowing vicd, 
& therefore when Iſrael came thither 
Manna ceaſſed, I ſparc here to | = 
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how theſe vnnaturall oppreſſours of 
their brethren,cauſe the people (ma- 
ny times ) to murmure againſt their 
God, and to blaſpheme his name. 
Beſides the ſtrange rebellions, and 
outragious vproares and vpriſings a- 
gainſt their Prince and countrey.But | 
15 itnot a wonder (to vſethe words 72% Veep. | 
ofno meane man in his time ) that Ou 
ſheepethat were wont to be ſo milde 
and gentle, and fed with ſmall coſt, 
ſhould now become ſo wild andra- 
nenous,tocate vp men, and lay waſte 
whole countries? For theſe men(that 
encloſe all the commons ) they pull 
down houlſes,they ouerthrow towns 
leauing Churches to ſtand alone in 
ſome places,feruing only asa pen for 
their ſheep. And ſo cauſing poore mC 
of all ſorts to flit fro their dwellings, 
& many of the, finding no houſes to 
hide their heads indo fall to (cl their 
goods & houſhold ftuffe; and ar laſt 
(having nothing left ) are forced to 
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ſteale,& ſo iuſtly be hanged for their 
labor,orat lca{t go wandring abrode, 
as vagrant perſons,ncuer ſer on work: 
there being now {mall bulincſle, {6 
many good husbandrics and tillages 
being mightily decaied, Andis it not 
vnnaturall(faith another)to turn men 
out tobring in ſheep? Yerif they wil 
needs maintaine large paſtures, and 
ſtocke them with ſheepe, remember 
what God faith by Ezechicl : The 
ſhcepe of my paſture are men , & we 
arc his people and the ſheep of his pa- 
ſture ; and the image of God in one 
man is more worth then al the ſheepe 
in the world. 

Thertorceto conclude with exhor- 
tation, lct ſuch as beare the face and 
haue the fcature of m&,ceafſe now to 
be ſuch monſters any more : letnot 
thoſe that are cailed,and would necds 
be accompted Chriſtians, be worle 
then Cannibals, Let them learne of 
ſauage beaſt; , to ſpare their owne 
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ſexe. Yea let themknow andacknovy- 
ledge, thatall creatures here below, 
area thouſand fold farre inferiour to 
him thar is faſhioned fo like to the 
very Creator himſelfe,and for whoſe 
ſake all other things were made to 
ſcrue. And ſince that God and nature 
enioyne them this duty, let them be 
ſeruiceable forthe beſt good of their 
pooreſt brethren, and ſtill remember 
that thecarth is no ſtep-dame if itbe 
not abuſed, norour God any niggard 
(in providing for many millions of 
men and beaſts) if his owne ſancti- 
fed means be not deſpiſed. Let them 
not thercfore now labour any longer 
to reduce the world to a confuled 
Chaos,by inuerting,deforming, and 
quitedefacingthe moſt ſieere and 
amiable order that God hath inſtito- 
ted. Lernot the Countier(I ſay) con- 
temnerhe Carter, by whoſe toile and 
tillage of the carth , both king and 
ſtare conſiſterh. Andas they louethe 
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lifeand honour of their Prince, (6 
Ictthem labour to vphold the plow, 
the abundant profire whereof ſur- 
paſſeth all, Let them tender the ſtate 
of the countrey , Church , and 
commonwealth , wherein they liue 
and breathe, the life of God and na. 
ture, Soſhall they be free from great 
offences , moſtiuſtly miniſtred by 
their former wicked wayes,toal forts 
of menthat hitherto haue ſuſtained 
the ſmart threof.So ſhal God be bet. 
ter ſerued, Chriſtian Magiſtrates & 
Miniſters more worthily and honou- 
rably maintained and reſpected : and 
(which is a ioy ſurmountingall)they 
thal haue profit ſufficient,with ſound 
peace of conſcience,beſidesthe praiſe 


and prayers of all that feare the Lord, 


in ſteed of many bitter curſes, mo 
iuſtly cauſed by their former 
wicked courles,&c. 
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